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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, June 22, 2015 at 5:30pm in 

the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present were:  Mac Hodges, Mayor; Doug 

Mercer, Mayor Pro tem; William Pitt, Councilman; Richard Brooks, Councilman; Larry Beeman, 

Councilman; Bobby Roberson, Interim City Manager; Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk and Franz 

Holscher, City Attorney.  

    

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilman Pitt delivered the invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved the 

minutes of June 8, 2015 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 Mayor Hodges reviewed the requested amendments to the agenda: 

 Add – Under Old Business Item C:  Revised Chamber Easement and Easement Agreement 

 Add – Under Any other business from the Mayor or other Members of Council:  
Updates/comments from Mayor Pro tem Mercer regarding ElectriCities 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved the 

Consent Agenda as a presented.  

 

A. Declare Surplus/Authorize – Electronic Auction of vehicle through GovDeals 

 

Vehicle # Make/Model   Department  Serial Number  Odometer 

   6001  1600A Vermeer Chipper    Electric       1BRC14183J130141      N/A 

 

B. Adopt – Capital Project Ordinance and a Budget Ordinance Amendment for the Washington 

Downtown Properties Development project 

 

A CAPITAL PROJECT ORDINANCE FOR WASHINGTON DOWNTOWN PROPERTIES 

CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. FOR FISCAL YEARY 2014-2015 

 BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina, that, 

pursuant to Section 13.2 of Chapter 159 of the General Statutes of North Carolina, the following capital 

project is hereby established: 

 

Section 1. The project authorized is for the acquisition and development of two downtown 

properties. 

 

Section 2. The officers of this unit are hereby directed to proceed with the project within the 

terms of the development. 

 

 Section 3. The following amounts are appropriated for the project: 

 

 53-60-4930-0400   Professional Services    $40,000 

 53-60-4930-0401   Legal          3,000 

 53-60-4930-0405   Engineering       19,500 

 53-60-4930-7100   Acquisition(ernest deposit)     23,000 

         Total      $85,500 

 

 Section 4. The following revenue is anticipated to be available to complete this project: 

 

 53-60-3480-0000   Developer Fee     $57,500 

 53-60-3480-1000   Transfer from General Fund       3,000 

 53-60-3480-2000   Committee of 100      25,000 

         Total      $85,500 
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Section 5. The Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain within the Capital Project 

Fund sufficient specific detailed accounting records to satisfy the requirements of 

the developer agreements. 

 

Section 6. Funds may be advanced by the General Fund for the purpose of making payments 

as due. 

 

Section 7. The Finance Director is directed to report, on a monthly basis, on the financial 

status of each project element in Section 3 and on the total capital project 

revenues received or claimed. 

 

Section 8. The Budget Officer is directed to include a detail analysis of past and future costs 

and revenues on this capital project in every budget submission made to the City 

Council. 

 

Section 9. Copies of this capital project ordinance shall be furnished to the City Clerk, and to 

the Budget Officer, and to the Finance Director for direction in carrying out this 

project. 

 

Section 10. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 11. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 22
nd

 day of June, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor    

  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 

WASHINGTON, N.C. FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

Section 1. That the Estimated Revenues in the General Fund be increased for the 

Washington Downtown Property Development project in the following account: 

 

 10-00-3991-9910  Fund Balance Appropriated   $3,000 

 

Section 2. That the General Fund appropriations budget be increased or decreased in the 

following account: 

 

 10-00-4400-6200  Transfer to Capital Project Fund  $3,000 

 

 Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 22
nd

 day of June, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor   
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING:  NONE 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  NONE   
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SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  JAMES PATTERSON – FUNDRAISING EVENT 

 Mr. Patterson explained the event he envisioned is a half marathon and will be part of the event 

“Cure for Epilepsy”.  He continued by saying he will need approval for the City permits. 

 

 Mayor Hodges inquired what would be included in the event and Mr. Patterson suggested half 

and full marathon to be run at the same time.  He noted he has been working with Teresa Hamilton, 

Parks and Recreation as well as the Police and Fire Services Director. 

 

 Interim City Manager, Bobby Roberson advised Mr. Patterson to schedule a meeting with the 

City Manager’s office in order to get pre-clearance for the race routes. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS:   

DISCUSSION – GRANT UPDATES 

 Councilman Pitt requested an update on Keys Landing in which Mr. Roberson provided.   Mr. 

Roberson said it was his understanding that the project was moving along.  If the July 1
st
 deadline is not 

met, the City is responsible for $75,000 repayment of the grant. 

 
  

DISCUSSION – PROJECT UPDATES 
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MEMO – CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND (CWSRF) –                                

LETTER OF INTENT TO FUND 

(memo accepted as presented) Allen Lewis, Public Works Director 

 At the February 23, 2015 Council meeting, Council granted staff permission to apply for a loan 

with CWSRF for an amount not to exceed $2 million with the intent of performing sewer rehab work.  

We were not only successful in being awarded the amount which we applied for, but $500,000 was 

awarded in the form of principal forgiveness which will not have to be paid back.  The other $1.5 

million will be 0% interest loan. 

  

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer inquired about the scope of the project?  Mr. Lewis advised we currently 

do not have the specific scope of the project.  Mr. Lewis stated the ad will run in the Sunday newspaper 

for the engineering piece of the project.  The majority of the funding will be used for lining gravity 

sewer pipes.   

 

MEMO – REPORTING OF REALLOCATION OF FUNDING FOR FY 2014-2015 

(memo accepted as presented) Matt Rauschenbach, C.F.O 

 The following reallocations of funding between divisions within the General Fund, Water Fund, 

Sewer Fund, Solid Waste Fund, and Cemetery Fund have been approved by the City Manager in order 

to cover overspent departments with inter-departmental funds, thus avoiding additional appropriations. 

 

General Fund: 

 -Increased City Manager’s Department      19,000 

 -Decreased City Council Department       (4,250) 

 -Increased Municipal Building Department       4,250 

-Increased Human Resources Department      14,405 

-Increased Purchasing Department        2,160 

-Increased Information Technology Department      1,345 

-Increased Customer Service Department     27,000 

-Increased Legal Services Department     12,000 

-Decreased Code Enforcement Department    (25,000) 

-Decreased Planning/Zoning Department    (20,000) 

-Increased Equipment Services Department       4,514 

-Increased Street Maintenance Department       4,425 

-Decreased Powell Bill Department                (15,146) 

-Increased Street Lighting Department       4,500 

-Increased Recreation Administration Department      1,000 

-Increased Aquatic Center Department     28,501 

-Increased Buildings & Grounds Maint. Department    10,310 

-Decreased Police Department     (49,000) 
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-Decreased E-911 Communications Department   (25,000) 

-Increased EMS Department       40,776 

-Decreased Economic Development Department   (40,000) 

-Increased Debt Service Department        4,210 

     Total        $        0 

 

Water Fund: 

 -Increased Public Works Administration Department  $ 6,835 

-Decreased Water Treatment Department      (6,835) 

      Total        $        0 

 

Sewer Fund: 

 -Decreased Miscellaneous Non-Departmental   $ (7,800) 

-Increased Public Works Administration Department      6,950 

-Decreased Wastewater Construction Department               (15,000) 

-Decreased Wastewater Treatment Department      (4,750) 

-Increased Sewer Lift Stations Department      20,600 

       Total        $         0       

 

Electric Fund: 

 -Increased Debt Service Department                $  7,555 

-Increased Electric Administration Department                  5,455 

-Increased Meter Services Department                              9,195 

-Decreased Load Management Department                (20,000) 

-Increased Power Line Maint. Department      93,876 

-Decreased Power Line Construction Department    (96,081) 

       Total        $         0       

 

NCGS 159-15 states that this shall be reported to the Council at its next regular meeting and be entered 

in the minutes. 

          

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:  NONE 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  NONE 

 Discussion was held regarding the remaining vacancies on the various boards and commissions 

and the need to fill those positions. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

ADOPT – RESOLUTION APPROVING/AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CITY MANAGER 

TO SIGN THE LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND SOUND RIVERS INC. 

FOR USE OF THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE OLD TRAIN DEPOT  
 The City of Washington has allowed the Pamlico-Tar River Foundation, Inc. (PTRF) to use the 

second floor of the Old Train Depot for its offices.  PTRF recently joined with the Neuse River 

Foundation and is now known as Sound Rivers, Inc.  This lease agreement renews the lease for another 

year and changes the name to Sound Rivers, Inc.  Mr. Roberson noted the agreement has been reviewed 

by the Sound Rivers Executive Director. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adopted a Resolution 

to approve/authorize the Interim City Manager to sign the lease agreement between the City and Sound 

Rivers Inc. for use of the second floor of the Old Train Depot. 
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ADOPT – 2015 YEAR END BUDGET AMENDMENT  
 The budget amendments are necessary to provide funds to close out the fiscal year.   

 

1. Local Occupancy revenues and subsequent payments to the TDA are higher than expected. 

2. TDA reimbursements to the City for Civic Center expenses are higher than expected. 

3. Airport fund balance needs to be appropriated to cover additional operational expenses for the 

year. 

4. June installment note payment in the Cemetery Fund was not originally budgeted (11 monthly 

payments budgeted instead of 12). 

5. Library and Cemetery Trust Fund interest earned was higher than budgeted. 
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By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adopted a 

Budget Ordinance Amendment to true up budget funding in preparation of the fiscal year closeout. 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE 

OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, N.C. 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

Section 1.  That the Estimated Revenues in the General Fund be increased by the following 

amounts, in the accounts indicated. 

 

10-00-3270-1110 Local Occupancy Tax $40,000 

10-00-3970-1700 Adm. Charges from Civic Ctr.   14,100 

$54,100 

 

 Section 2.  That the following account number in the Miscellaneous Department of the General 

Fund appropriations budget be increased in the amount indicated. 

 

10-00-4400-5705 Tourism Authority Pmts. $40,000 

Section 3.  That the following account number in the Civic Center Department of the General 

Fund appropriations budget be increased in the amount indicated. 

 

10-40-6125-0300 

10-40-6125-0600 

Salaries – Part Time 

Group Insurance 

$12,600 

    1,500 

   

Section 4.  That the Estimated Revenues in the Airport Fund be increased by the following 

amount, in the account indicated. 

 

37-90-3991-9910 

 

Fund Balance Appropriated                      

 

$12,000 

 

Section 5.  That the following account numbers in the Airport Fund appropriations budget be 

increased in the amounts indicated. 

 

37-90-4530-1100 Telephone               $2,000 

37-90-4530-1300 Water & Electric Services                 2,000 

37-90-4530-1500 Maint/Repair Buildings                 8,000 

 

 

             $12,000 

Section 6.  That the Estimated Revenues in the Cemetery Fund be increased by the following 

amount, in the account indicated. 

 

39-90-3991-9910 

 

Fund Balance Appropriated   

 

    $617 

   

Section 7.  That the following account numbers in the Cemetery Fund appropriations budget be 

increased in the amounts indicated. 

 

 39-90-4020-8300  Principle Installment Pmts.               $592 

 39-90-4020-8301  Interest Installment Pmts.                  25 

                     $617 

   

Section 8.  That the Estimated Revenues in the Library Trust Fund be increased in the amount of 

$50 in the account Interest Earned, account number 11-40-3831-0000, to recognize additional interest 

earnings. 

 

 Section 9.  That the following account number in the Library Trust Fund appropriations budget 

be increased in the amount indicated. 

 

11-40-6300-9200 Admin. Charges to General Fund $          50 
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Section 10.  That the Estimated Revenues in the Cemetery Trust Fund be increased in the amount 

of $1,000 in the account Interest Earned, account number 12-30-3831-0000, to recognize additional 

interest earnings. 

 

 Section 11.  That the following account number in the Cemetery Trust Fund appropriations 

budget be increased in the amount indicated. 

 

12-30-6400-9205 Admin. Charges to Cemetery Fund $     1,000 

 

 Section 12.  That the following account numbers in the Airport Terminal Grant appropriations 

budget be increased or decreased in the amount indicated. 

 

66-90-4530-2102 

66-90-4530-4500 

Rental Building 

Construction 

$     4,350 

      (4,350) 

 

Section 13.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 Section 14.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

 Adopted this the 22
nd

 day of June, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Mac Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor   

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

DISCUSSION – TOURNAMENT FEES 

 Councilman Beeman noted there are a couple of State tournaments coming up (one for baseball 

and one for softball).  The State tournaments are an extension of the current recreation league program.   

 

 Councilman Beeman made a motion that Council waive any fees needed by the Leagues that are 

associated with the upcoming two State tournaments being hosted in Washington at the sports complex.  

Discussion held. 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer asked who’s going to pay the expenses for the work that has to be done 

during those tournaments?  Councilman Beeman stated the funds will have to come out of the 

respective departments’ budgets. 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer continued by saying, “we have never waived fees, that I’m aware of.  I 

have known members of this Council to sit right here and say, ‘We do not want to waive fees. We 

will make a donation to cover those expenses.’ Every one of us has pulled money out of our pockets 

to avoid waiving fees. To run a tournament that’s going to run four or five days … there’s going to be 

a substantial amount of money that’s going to be required to maintain those fields during that 

tournament. I cannot see that the City should shoulder all that expense.” 

 Councilman Beeman noted, “I think with the amount of revenue generated off the taxes that 

these tournaments will bring in, with the amount of people that are coming in, staying in motels, 

eating in the city, the gas that they buy, any purchases they make while they’re here, that will 

certainly more than cover any expenses.” 

 Councilman Beeman and Mayor Hodges said fees for this type of tournament have been 

waived in the past. Mayor Hodges said former Mayor Jennings waived this type of fee about two 

years ago. Mayor Hodges did not feel comfortable waiving the fees and decided to let Council 

discuss this issue.  

 Chip Edwards, representing the local Cal Ripken baseball league, said the tournament would 

cost the organizers around $4,600 in fees.  The fees would cover City staff for the event, field rental 

and lighting cost.  Mr. Edwards also said the fees that spectators are charged help cover expenses for 

umpires as well as tournament organizers.  Some of those funds pay for improvements at the complex 

such as additional dirt on the fields and concrete near the concession stand.   
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 Mayor Pro tem Mercer said waiving the fees would set a bad precedent and that others will ask 

for their fees to be waived as well. 

 Chip Edwards said that 45 teams are expected to play in the Cal Ripken league tournament at 

the end of July, including 25 teams that will drive at least 90 minutes to play in Washington. 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer stated he didn’t think $1,600 would cover the expense for the required 

field work for the length of the tournament.  He estimated the City would be contributing $20,000 - 

$30,000 for the two tournaments.    

 Kristi Roberson, Parks and Recreation Manager, said that in recent years, the City has not 

charged fees for any district, regional or state tournaments organized by leagues based in 

Washington. A new fee schedule taking effect July 1 calls for charging fees for such tournaments. 

 Councilman Brooks seconded the motion made by Councilman Beeman to waive any fees 

needed by the Leagues that are associated with the upcoming two State tournaments(baseball & 

softball) being hosted in Washington at the sports complex.  Mayor Pro tem Mercer and Councilman 

Pitt voted against the motion resulting in a tie.  Mayor Hodges voted for the motion.  Motion carried 

3-2.  

APPROVE – REVISED CHAMBER EASEMENT AND EASEMENT AGREEMENT 

 Franz Holscher, City Attorney explained that the revised Deed of Easement and Easement 

Agreement regarding the Chamber of Commerce includes a change to “Section O, Chambers Default”.  

This section now allows a 30 day period after written notice to cure any default.  This is a change from 

the original agreement the Council approved on June 8
th

.  

 

By motion of Councilman Brooks, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council approved the revised 

Deed of Easement and Easement Agreement with the Chamber of Commerce as presented. 
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AMEND – CHAPTER 18, SECTION 123 – DESIGNATED PROHIBITED PARKING AREAS 

 Allen Lewis, Public Works Director explained that during the June Airport Advisory Board 

meeting, the issue of parking around the circle at the end of Airport Road was discussed, specifically, 

parking in front of the terminal annex building.  Upon investigating the referenced ordinance, it was 

determined that the ordinance needed to be changed to prohibit parking around the entire circle on either 

side.  The presented ordinance makes the suggested parking changes. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer suggested that there should be at least two loading/unloading spaces 

adjacent to the front door of the terminal for those needing to load/unload luggage.  This designated 

parking area could be limited to a maximum time of 15-30 minutes. 

 

 Mr. Lewis noted that he could take this item back to the Airport Advisory Board to discuss the 

suggested amendments made by Mayor Pro tem Mercer. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council continued this 

item until further review and additional recommendations are presented by the Airport Advisory Board.  

 

ADOPT – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN APPLICATION 

FOR A NC RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT FOR A HOTEL AND ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH MID-EAST COMMISSION 

 A developer has plans to build a hotel and generate 20 jobs in Washington.  The sewer and road 

infrastructure of the project is estimated to cost $424,000 with $100,000 being funded by the grant.  The 

local government match is $5,000 and will be paid by the developer.  The Mid-East pre-application and 

administration fee of $2,500 and expected $10,000 respectively will be split with Beaufort County. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adopted a 

resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an application for a NC Rural Infrastructure grant for a hotel 

and enter into an agreement with the Mid-East Commission to prepare the application. 

 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 

Economic Infrastructure Grants Program 

 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) has authorized the awarding of 

grants from appropriated funds to aid eligible units of government in financing the cost of infrastructure 

activities needed to create jobs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Washington needs assistance in financing an infrastructure project that may 

qualify for Rural Grants/Programs funding; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Washington intends to request grant assistance for the Hotel project from the 

Economic Infrastructure Grants Program; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

WASHINGTON: 

 

That the City of Washington will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the project, if approved for 

a grant. 

 

That Jay MacDonald Hodges, Mayor, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized to execute and file 

an application on behalf of the City of Washington with the Rural Grants/Programs Section for a grant 

to assist in the above named infrastructure project.   

 

That Jay MacDonald Hodges, Mayor, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to 

furnish such information as Rural Grants/Programs Section may request in connection with an 

application or with the project proposed; to make assurances as contained in the application; and to 

execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application. 

 

That the City of Washington has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all federal, 

state, and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to the grants 

pertaining thereto. 

 

Adopted this the 22
nd

 day of June, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor  

 

June 22, 2015 

This agreement between the Mid-East Commission and the City of Washington is for the preparation of 

a North Carolina Department of Commerce Rural Economic Development Division Economic 

Infrastructure grant application for the City of Washington – Hotel Project. 

 

The Mid-East Commission agrees to prepare and submit the required full application to the NC 

Department of Commerce Rural Economic Development Division. 

 

The City of Washington hereby agrees to pay the Mid-East Commission $2,500.00 for the completion of 

the previously mentioned item. 

 

s/City of Washington Representative   s/Bryant Buck, Interim Executive Director 

       Mid-East Commission 

 

This instrument has been pre-audited in the manner required by the Local Government Budget and 

Fiscal Control Act.   

s/Matt Rauschenbach 

City Finance Officer 

 

ADOPT/AUTHORIZE – BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT AND AUTHORIZE THE 

INTERIM CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE DOCUMENT TO CLOSE PURCHASE 

TRANSACTION OF PROPERTY LOCATED AT 415 W. 2
ND

 STREET 

 The City of Washington purchased the property located at 415 W. 2
nd

 Street during the June 11
th

 

auction for $80,000.  We have provided a 10% bid bond and added the property to our insurance.  The 

bid has to be approved by the bankruptcy judge before it can be closed and this will take approximately 

60-90 days to confirm through the courts. 

 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council ratified the Mayor's 

authority to participate in the auction for the above referenced property as well as to execute the attached 

Sale Agreement Offer to Purchase, 2) adopted the attached budget ordinance amendment, and 3) 

authorized the Interim City Manager and/or Mayor to execute the documents necessary to close the 

purchase transaction of property located at 415 W. 2
nd

 Street. 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE BUDGET ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WASHING, 

N.C. FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 
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BE IT ORDANINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina: 

 

 Section 1. That the Estimated Revenues in the General Fund be increased for the purchase of 

415 W. 2
nd

 Street. 

 10-00-3991-9910   Fund Balance Appropriated  $80,000 

 

 Section 2. That the General Fund appropriations budget be increased or decreased in the 

following account: 

 

 10-00-4400-7100   Land Acquisition   $80,000 

 

 Section 3. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

 Section 4. This ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

 

Adopted this the 22
nd

 day of June, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

s/Cynthia S. Bennett        s/Jay MacDonald Hodges 

City Clerk         Mayor  

 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER: MEETING DATES FOR JULY 

 Council will discuss the possibility of cancelling the July 27
th

 Council meeting on July 13
th

. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL:   

UPDATE ELECTRICITIES 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer provided updates regarding ElectriCities, noting the sale may be delayed 

until late July or even early August.  The City’s current debt of $100 million will be reduced to $30 

million.  A reduction in the wholesale rate will be about 14% - 15%.  After the sale is complete, Council 

should pass part of the reduction onto customers, after the Cost of Service Study.   

 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer said residential load management is saving the City money and the 

commercial load management is not saving the City money.  Fund Balance in the Electric Fund has 

dropped over the last three (3) years.   

 

 Mayor Pro tem Mercer will come back to Council at a future meeting with an update from 

ElectriCities. 

 

 Councilman Beeman mentioned the spike in revenues generated from tournaments and asked 

staff to bring this information to Council (90 days from July from the tournaments).  Mr. Rauschenbach 

will bring back sales tax, occupancy tax, etc. for tournament events. 

 

 Mr. Rauschenbach voiced sales tax had a positive impact on City of Washington.   

 

 

CLOSED SESSION: UNDER NCGS§143-318.11(a)(6) PERSONNEL AND 143-318.11(a)3) 

ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVELEDGE 

 By motion of Councilman Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Mercer, Council agreed to enter into 

closed session under NCGS § 143-318.11(a)(6) Personnel and 143-318.11(a)(3) Attorney Client 

Privilege at 6:48pm.   

 

 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council agreed to come 

out of closed session at 7:20pm.   

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Mercer, seconded by Councilman Beeman, Council adopted the 

contract for hiring of Interim City Manager Bobby Roberson as presented in closed session with the 

conditions and specifications as containted in the contract.  
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ADJOURN: 

 By motion of Councilman Beeman, seconded by Councilman Brooks, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 7:25pm until Monday, July 13, 2015 at 5:30 pm, in the Council Chambers. 

 

  

 

 

          ________________________ 

          Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

          City Clerk 
              

      

 

 


